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Instructions:

All students should answer one question from Part I of this examination. For the minor, students should also answer one question from any other part of this examination (Part II, III, or IV).  For the major, students should answer two additional questions, one each from any two additional parts of this examination (e.g. one question from Part II and one from Part IV). You should incorporate into your answers discussion of the theories you deem most relevant to the question. Make sure, however, to answer the question directly as well as you are able; do not simply offer a literature review.

		
PART I. CORE


1. Examine the role and function of equality in Hobbes’ and Locke’s political theory. (DJ)

2. Like Aristotle, Tocqueville analyzes aristocracy and democracy as distinct political regimes.  Unlike Aristotle, Tocqueville regards the idea of a “mixed regime” as a “chimera.”  Why does Tocqueville depart from Aristotle on this point?  What might this difference tell us about the purpose and value of regime classification and analysis? (KM)

3. Have there been sophisticated theories of distributive justice prior to the 20th century, or is this a peculiar preoccupation of contemporary political theory? Who (if anyone) do you consider to be the most sophisticated theorist of distributive justice prior to the 20th century, and why? (TI)



PART II. JUSTICE, RIGHTS AND CONSTITUTIONALISM

4. What are human rights? How can one justify their legitimacy and claim to universality? (JC)

5. According to an influential political scientist, from the eighteenth century onwards, “all over the Western area people requested, or cherished, ‘the constitution,’ because this term meant to them a fundamental law, or a fundamental set of principles, and a correlative institutional arrangement, which would restrict arbitrary power and ensure a ‘limited government.’” (Sartori 1962) First, do you think this is an accurate characterization of how constitutionalism has been understood and invoked in the modern era? Second, do you consider this a compelling understanding of what a constitution is for? (TI)

6. Which injustices should be endured, which merit civil disobedience, and which justify revolution? (KM)



PART III. DEMOCRACY AND ITS ALTERNATIVES

7. Is it possible for disputes about political boundaries, including disputes about annexation and secession, to be resolved by democratic means?  Explain how they can be, or why they cannot be so resolved. (DJ)

8. Is “democracy” a term that is best reserved for states, or can other kinds of relationships and institutions equally be labeled democratic or undemocratic? If the latter, are there limits to the domains of human life that can be democratized? (DL)

9. How would you conceptualize a democratic regime as distinct from the various hybrid regimes that have somewhat competitive elections and are inclusive of most of the adult citizenry? (JC)




PART IV. POWER, IDEOLOGY AND IDENTITY

10. Is there a meaningful distinction between interest politics and identity politics? (DL)

11. Some analysts argue that populism (in contrast to fascism) lacks a thick ideology.  Do you agree?  If so, how can we identify populism and how does it differ from fascism and other types of authoritarian regimes?  (JC)

12. What kinds of groups, if any, are entitled to special rights, protections, accommodations, or exemptions in a liberal democracy?  Why? (KM)



